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The Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity 
Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise 402,  Let all the world in every corner sing                                           -Augustine 
 
Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the 

works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, 
when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him 
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon (6:12-16) 
 

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love 
her, and is found by those who seek her. She hastens to make herself known to 
those who desire her. One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, for 
she will be found sitting at the gate. To fix one’s thought on her is perfect 
understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, and she graciously appears to 
them in their paths, and meets them in every thought. 

 
Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
People             Thanks be to God.  

 



Anthem  The Last Words of David                 -Randall Thompson 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:1-13) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and 
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise to you, Lord, Christ 
 
Homily  
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 



        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People                         -adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book 
 

God, we give. You praise and glory for all your saints, who have followed 
the way of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.  May we learn from their 
example and rejoice in your call to us to bring your kingdom to all. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We praise and thank you Holy Spirit of God, for the women and men you 
have called to be saints; from your first fallible, frightened friends who 
followed you to Jerusalem, through the centuries of discovery and growth, 
people of every class and temperament down to the present day. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you, Holy Spirit, for calling us to serve you now, for baptizing us 
to represent you in this broken world. Help us to be Christ’s united body to 
heal and reconcile; help us to share Christ’s life with everyone. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for ourselves and these others we hold dear: (__________) 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
Hear us now as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 



For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin. 
People Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 

have done and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance: we have 
sinned in weakness: we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We are truly 
sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake, and renew 
our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Absolution Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set 

you free. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you 
in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

 People Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 Celebrant The peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
 People  The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 
 
Hymn 636,    How firm a foundation                                       - Foundation 
                                                                                 
Blessing and Dismissal 

Celebrant On our way rejoicing. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Hymn 402 
 

[Antiphon:] 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King! 

1 The heavens are not too high, his praise may thither fly; 

the earth is not too low, his praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King! [Ant.] 

2 The Church with psalms must shout, no door can keep them out; 

but, above all, the heart must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King! [Ant.] 

 Hymn 636 
 

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said, 

to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled? 



2 "Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

 


